
Declaration for 
HealtHy fooD 

anD agriculture

We, the undersigned, believe that a 
healthy food system is necessary to 
meet the urgent challenges of our 

time. Behind us stands a half-century of industrial 
food production, underwritten by cheap fossil fuels, 
abundant land and water resources, and a drive to 
maximize the global harvest of cheap calories. Ahead 
lie rising energy and food costs, a changing climate, 
declining water supplies, a growing population, and 
the paradox of widespread hunger and obesity. 4 

These realities call for a radically different approach to food and agriculture. 

We believe that the food system must be reorganized on a foundation of 

health: for our communities, for people, for animals, and for the natural 

world. The quality of food, and not just its quantity, ought to guide our 

agriculture. The ways we grow, distribute, and prepare food should celebrate 

our various cultures and our shared humanity, providing not only sustenance, 

but justice, beauty and pleasure. 4 Governments have a duty to protect 

people from malnutrition, unsafe food, and exploitation, and to protect the 

land and water on which we depend from degradation. Individuals, producers, 

and organizations have a duty to create regional systems that can provide 

healthy food for their communities. We all have a duty to respect and honor 

the laborers of the land without whom we could not survive. The changes we 

call for here have begun, but the time has come to accelerate the transformation 

of our food and agriculture and make its benefits available to all. 



We believe that the following twelve principles should frame food and ag-

riculture policy, to ensure that it will contribute to the health and wealth of 

the nation and the world. A healthy food and agriculture policy:

Forms the foundation of secure and prosperous societies, healthy  1 
 communities, and healthy people.

Provides access to affordable, nutritious food to everyone.2 

Prevents the exploitation of farmers, workers, and natural resources; 3 
 the domination of genomes and markets; and the cruel treatment of 
 animals, by any nation, corporation or individual.

Upholds the dignity, safety, and quality of life for all who work to feed us. 4 

Commits resources to teach children the skills and knowledge essential 5 
 to food production, preparation, nutrition, and enjoyment.

Protects the finite resources of productive soils, fresh water, and  6 
 biological diversity.

Strives to remove fossil fuel from every link in the food chain and 7 
 replace it with renewable resources and energy.

Originates from a biological rather than an industrial framework.8 

Fosters diversity in all its relevant forms: diversity of domestic and  9 
 wild species; diversity of foods, flavors and traditions; diversity of  
 ownership. 

Requires a national dialog concerning technologies used in production, 10 
 and allows regions to adopt their own respective guidelines on such 
 matters.

Enforces transparency so that citizens know how their food is  11 
 produced, where it comes from, and what it contains.

Promotes economic structures and supports programs to nurture the 12 
 development of just and sustainable regional farm and food networks.

Our pursuit of healthy food and agriculture unites us as people and as  

communities, across geographic boundaries, and social and economic lines. 

We pledge our votes, our purchases, our creativity, and our energies to this 

urgent cause.



National endorsements of 
final Draft

Keith Abeles, Quetzal Farm, CA

Mary E. Adams & Robert 
Lockhart, Edible Nutmeg, CT

Leigh Adcock, Women, Food & 
Agriculture Network, IA

Brahm Ahmadi, People’s 
Grocery, CA

Larry Bain, Food from the 
Parks, Let’s Be Frank, CA

Zenobia Barlow, Center for 
EcoLiteracy, CA

Cynthia Barstow, Seed to 
Shelf, MA

Hilary Baum, Baum Forum, 
Public Market Partners, NY

Amy Benson & Chris Roehm, 
Square Peg Farm, OR

Vicki Berglund, MI

Wendell Berry, Author, KY

Eleanor Bertino, Slow Food 
USA, CA

Ilene Bezahlar, Edible 
Boston, MA

Keith Bolin, American Corn 
Growers Association, IL

Jim Braun, Slow Food USA & 
Illinois Local Food & Farms 
Coalition, IL 

Thomas Broz, Live Earth 
Farm, CA

David R Brubaker, Animal 
Agriculture Consultant, PA

Marla Camp, Edible Austin, TX

Eric Cardénas, Environmental 
Defense Center, CA

Laurie Carlson, Honolulu 
Weekly, HI

Renee Catacalos, Edible 
Chesapeake, MD

Ian Cheney, King Corn 
Producer, MA

Stacie Clary, Ecological Farm-
ing Association, CA

Gloria Cohen, Edible Hawaiian 
Islands, HI

Jesse Cool, Flea St Café, 
Cooleatz Restaurants and 
Catering, CA

Nancy Creamer, Center for 
Environmental Farming 
Systems, NC

Paul Cultrera, Sacramento 
Natural Foods Coop, CA

Claire Hope Cummings, Author 
& Journalist, CA 

Herman Daly, University of 
Maryland, School of Public 
Policy, MD

John Davis, North Highland 
Food Garden Initiative, CA

John Davis, Wild Farm Alliance 
& Adirondack Council, NY

Nicole de Beaufort, Fourth 
Sector Consulting, MN

Peter de Garmo, Owner Pasta-
works, Slow Food USA Board 
Member, OR 

Michael R. Dimock, Roots of 
Change, CA

Paul Dolan, Mendocino Wine 
Company, CA

Curt Ellis, King Corn, Producer, 
TX

Lynn Eppel, Edible Front 
Range, CO

Deb Eschmeyer, Center for Food 
& Justice, CA

Mable Everette, Community 
Nutrition Education Services, 
CA

Scott Exo, Food Alliance, OR

John Fisk, Wallace Center at 
Winrock International, DC

Heather Fenny, California Food 
& Justice Coalition, CA

Anya Fernald, Slow Food 
Nation, CA

Will Flanders, Central 
Connecticut River Valley 
Institute, MA

Lynne Frame, Slow Food 
USA, CA

Sara Franklin, Farmer, Writer, 
Activist, MA

Kurt Michael Friese, Chef & 
Author, Slow Food USA, IA 

Allen Garcia, Living Farms, CA

Deborah Koons Garcia, Film-
maker, CA

Alison Ghiorse, Savory 
Times, NY

Kelly Gibson, Slow Food USA, IL

Stephen Gliessman, Ph.D., 
University of California, Santa 
Cruz, CA

Randall Gray, Retired National 
Wildlife Biologist, USDA, NM 

Robert Gronski, National Catho-
lic Rural Life Conference, IA

Joan Gussow, Columbia 
University, NY

Brian Halweil, Edible East End 
& World Watch Institute, NY/DC

Jane Handel, Edible Ojai, CA

Rose Hayden-Smith, Ventura 
County, UC Cooperative Exten-
sion, CA 

Brooke Hecht, Center for 
Humans and Nature, IL

Helge Hellberg, Marin Organic, 
CA

Dave Henson, Occidental Arts 
& Ecology Center, CA

Laurie Hepworth, Edible South 
Shore, MA

Eric Holt-Gimenez, Ph.D., Food 
First, CA

Richard Hoskins, GenStar 
Capital, CA

Laura Howard, Laloo’s Goat 
Milk Ice Cream Company, CA

Dan Imhoff, Wild Farm Alliance 
& Watershed Media, CA

Ellee Igoe, International Rescue 
Committee, CA

Iowa Network for Community 
Agriculture, IA 

Sylvia Drew Ivie, South LA Com-
munity Kitchen Project, CA

Larry Jacobs, Jacobs Farm & 
Del Cabo Inc., CA

Laura Jackson, Ph.D., Univer-
sity of North Iowa, IA

Wes Jackson, The Land 
Institute, KS

Bruce Jennings, Center for 
Humans and Nature, NY

Edie Jessup, Fresno Metro 
Ministry, CA

Huey Johnson, Resource 
Renewal Institute, CA

Jack Johnson, Musician and 
Kokua Hawai’i Foundation, HI

James Johnson, Food Matters in 
Sonoma County, CA

Kim Johnson, Kokua Hawai’i 
Foundation

Desmond Jolly, Ph.D., University 
of California, Davis, Emeritus, 
CA

Deborah Kane, EcoTrust, OR

Allen Katz, Slow Food USA, NY

Heili Kim, Community Health 
Councils, CA

Frederick Kirschenmann, 
Kirschenmann Family Farms, 
ND 

Evan Kleiman, Angeli Caffe, CA

Sibella Kraus, Sustainable Ag 
Education, CA

Kayla Kuhn, University of Mary 
Washington, VA

Winona La Duke, White Earth 
Land Recovery & Honor the 
Earth, MN

Doug & Diane Langeland, 
Edible Cape Cod, MA

Anna Lappe, Small Planet 
Institute, NY 

Frances Moore Lappe, Small 
Planet Institute, NY

Destin Joy Layne, Eat Well 
Guide, MA 

Kristen Lee-Charlson, Edible 
Missoula, MT

Erika Lesser, Slow Food USA, NY

Victoria Libin, A16 & SPQR 
Restaurants, CA

Patty Lovera, Food & Water 
Watch, DC

Deborah Madison, Author, NM

Brett Malone, Agriculture and 
Land Based Training Associa-
tion, CA

Kate Manchester, Edible Santa 
Fe, NM

Nicole Mason, Roots of 
Change, CA

Phil McGrath, McGrath Family 
Farms, CA

Joseph McIntyre, Agriculture 
Innovations Network, CA

Bill McKibben, Author, VT

Craig McNamara, Center for 
Land Based Learning, CA

Curt Meine, Aldo Leopold 
Foundation, WI

Debbra Mikaelson, Edible 
Vancouver, Canada

Maricela Morales, Central 
Coast Alliance United for a 
Sustainable Economy, CA

Carolyn Mugar, Farm Aid, MA

Dave Murphy & Lisa Stokke, 
Slow Food Clear Lake, IA

Roni Neff, Ph.D. Johns Hopkins 
University, School of Public 
Health, MD

Marion Nestle, Ph.D., New York 
University, NY
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Learn more and 
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— original framers —

— drafting team —

A project of: 

Roots of Change
221 Kearny Street, 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94108

Phone: 415-391-0545
Fax: 415-391-0535
www.rocnetwork.org

Nicolette Hahn Niman, Author 
& Niman Ranch, CA

Conn Nugent, Kaplan Fund, NY 

Densie O’Brien, Farmer 
Activist, IA

Jeanne Barrett Ortiz, 
FoodRoutes, PA

Nancy Brannigan Painter, 
Edible Jersey, NJ

Debbi Palmer, Coordinator, Live 
Earth Farm, CA

Chris Peterson, Iowa Farmers 
Union, IA

Michael Pollan Author, CT/CA 

John Ramer, Interra Project, WA

Robert  & Debbie Ramming, 
Pacific Star Gardens, CA

Richard Rathbun, Foundation 
for Global Community, CA

 

Judith Redmond, Fully Belly 
Farm, CA

Jim Reichardt, Sonoma County 
Poultry, Liberty Ducks, CA

Simon Rich, Duke University, 
NC

Jill Richardson, La Vida 
Locavore, CA

Peter Rogers, Dry Creek 
Ventures, CA

Richard Rominger, Former 
Deputy Secretary USDA, CA 

William Rosenzweig,  
Ideagarden, CA

Dave Runsten, Community 
Alliance with Family Farmers, CA 
Natalie Ermann Russell, Edible 
Blue Ridge, VA

Vance Russell, Wild Farm Alli-
ance & Adirondack Council, PA

 

August Schumacher, former 
Undersecretary, USDA, MA/DC 

Michael Shuman, Economist & 
Author, MD/DC

Daniel Bowman Simon, 
TheWhoFarm.Org, NY

Jim Slama, FamilyFarmed.
Org, IL

Mallory Smith, Buy Fresh Buy 
Local, IA

Ron Strochlic, California  
Institute for Rural Studies, CA

Edward Thompson, Jr.,  
American Farmland Trust, CA

R. Eugene Turner, Louisiana 
State University, LA

Wendy Wasserman, Edible Iowa 
River Valley, IA

Alice Waters, Chez Panisse, CA

 

Scott Weber, Fair Food  
Matters, MI

Becky Weed, Thirteen Mile 
Lamb & Wool Company, MT

Andrew Weil, M.D., Author, AZ

Tom Willey, TD Wiley Farm, CA

Paul Willis, Niman Ranch Pork 
Company, IA

Mark Winne, Community Food 
Security Coalition, NM

Aimee Witteman, Sustainable 
Agriculture Coalition, DC

Angus Wright, Ph.D., California 
State University, Sacramento, 
CA

Larry Yee, Association of Family 
Farms, CA

Anthony Zolezzi, Food Business 
Entrepreneur, CA

Keith Bolin, American Corn Growers Association, IL

Jim Braun, Slow Food USA & Illinois Local Food & 
 Farms Coalition, IL 

Randall Gray, Retired National Wildlife Biologist, 
 USDA, NM 

Frederick Kirschenmann, Kirschenmann Family 
 Farms, ND

Maricela Morales, Central Coast Alliance United for  
 a Sustainable Economy, CA

Michael Pollan Author, CT/CA 

Richard Rominger, Former Deputy Secretary USDA, CA 

August Schumacher, former Undersecretary, USDA, 
 MA/DC 

Alice Waters, Chez Panisse, CA

Mark Winne, Community Food Security Coalition, NM

Larry Yee, Association of Family Farms, CA

originating Author and primary editor: 
Daniel Imhoff, Author, “Food Fight: The Citizen’s 
Guide to a Food & Farm Bill”

policy coordinator: 
Patty Lovera, Assistant Director, Food & Water Watch

editorial coordinator: 
Wendy Wasserman, Publisher, Edible Iowa River Valley

contributing editors:  
Wendell Berry, Poet, Author, Farmer &  
Michael Pollan, Author and Journalist

project Advisor & contributing editor:  
Michael Dimock, President, Roots of Change



□ I agree to endorse this final draft Declaration for Healthy Food and  
 Agriculture. Learn more at www.fooddeclaration.org

□ I would like to join the ROC Changemakers Network to receive  
 invitations to meetings, conferences, and networking events; 
 periodic on-line newsletters; and other calls to action.  
 Learn more at www.rocnetwork.org
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*Privacy Notice: ROC will not share your information with others to use for commercial 
purposes. Information you provide may be shared with other nonprofit organizations with 
values and principles similar to ROC’s for non-commercial purposes only.
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