
April 17, 2020
Volume 6, Issue 5

A Call to Action: Here is How to Create
A Better Post COVID-19 World

Greetings!

We have entered the age of
cascading natural disasters.
These disruptions are defining our
future. Science tell us more killer
pandemics lay ahead. As do
more mega droughts and extreme
weather events that will cause
massive floods, polar vortexes,
unprecedented winds with
immense fires and interminable
power shutdowns. Most of the
nation’s political leaders remain
too enthralled by the economic
and political thinking of the past
to take the actions required. If we
hope to create a brighter future
for our kids, it is now clear that
the people must act with fervor, take to the streets even, to force leaders to
take dramatic actions. Continue Reading (Photo credit: Dio Hasbi Saniskoro)

Two Podcasts on Flipping the Table That Point the
Way to a Better Future

Jim Araby is the Strategic Campaigns
Director for the United Food &
Commercial Workers, the largest union
serving food chain workers. He is also an
inspiration to me and a ROC ally. Here we
talk about his work to protect frontline
workers in this crisis, the history and
transformation of the labor movement and
the brighter possible future coming out of
the pandemic. You might also want to

https://globalecoguy.org/after-the-storm-9197b7ac9470
https://blogs.ei.columbia.edu/2020/04/16/climate-driven-megadrought-emerging-western-u-s/
https://www.rootsofchange.org/blog/a-call-to-action-here-is-how-to-create-a-better-post-covid-19-world/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s2-ep-10-jim-araby-on-fate-frontline-food-chain-workers/id1449331366?i=1000471637270
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6pItnLBCJUnu2ZbnfdUDIu
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/flipping-the-table-podcast/e/68863225?autoplay=true
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s2-ep-9-tough-impacts-good-news-lessons-learned-from/id1449331366?i=1000471000213
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0pQWbYyDPCImbdxK0grw7w
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/flipping-the-table-podcast/e/68707561
https://www.rootsofchange.org/take-action/donate/
http://www.rootsofchange.org


read his latest blog, a powerful explication
of what the Corona Virus has revealed
about our nation’s underlying disease.

Food Producers From the Field: I checked in with four past podcast guests
who provide snapshots of their creative responses to the pandemic and the
opportunities that are emerging. Judith Redmond of Full Belly Farm, Don
Cameron of Terranova Ranch Inc, Chris Sayer of Petty Ranch and Anya
Fernald of Belcampo Meat Co are inspiring examples of how California’s
producers face reality and adapt in a crisis.

Judith Redmond, Full Belly
Farm, and

Don Cameron, Terranova
Ranch Inc.

Chris Sayer, Petty Ranch Michael R. Dimock and
Anya Fernald, Belcampo

Meat Co.

Featured Producer in Need:
Sonoma County Poultry Liberty Ducks

In another example of adaptation in a crisis, the
nation’s most esteemed, humane and
sustainable duck farm operates in Sonoma
County. Approximately 98% of their product
goes direct to restaurants. You can imagine the

https://medium.com/@jimaraby/we-have-a-virus-and-its-name-is-not-corona-70051f41e40e
http://fullbellyfarm.com/join-our-csa/
https://www.terranovaranch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Petty-Ranch-143837382341621/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDOULen9kj1-va44rW4lzZQDOIBiM-_jMc003BsKxRZz0Q0joL4P5gSYdt11s3N7Sur7wBqX5A4wZyk&fref=mentions&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARChpJQ4aknlBGmxhQbXpQdA5PQZAWyLoSnykb5zi0VsThdyNVrOP3IPf6Fn9j4P89hSU7lX4PkIRuLIkP_o5cGqYkLg4Czs9pPp7Lwu6-pH24elBX55jsxgML18bRmtkOpqco0dDkb06jMCgMPtEZNr6oA-hlS6K8rRmbHrh8dSPHbg4kpjHumb3JokItoaVY9_zYn8yPfq8jfghCaqhyCBQtbomxevPwD4dG3HMfO2W3pqUS8x-W4QbxUgn56NCA1tBQg3AU-dhXYAgVqHLiN-nVgKY46TKkRT547uLTxZhUu37WOYTgVXgECpqZD-v1JLkwnHvweF8AwbxngoRl8
https://belcampo.com/shop/


impact. Now is the PERFECT time to try out
that duck recipe you’ve always wanted to try,
which will help keep our Liberty Duck source
afloat for restaurants, markets and you.

Order directly HERE

ROC Pivots Current Work to Push State and Fed Toward a
New Food System

Every crisis creates an opportunity.
It is important to meditate on the
Greek root of the word
“apocalypse.” It means to unveil or
uncover. COVID-19 and the
climate crisis unveil the fact that
our civilization is extremely broken
at numerous levels. This piece
from the NY Times is the best I’ve
have seen describing what needs
fixing.

ROC is using this moment with our allies and lobbying team to push our
leaders to take bold action. We are conferring directly with policymakers,
sending letters and developing documents that reveal the path to an safer
future. Of course, we will continue to bring you the voices of the people making
the changes we seek. AND I need your generous support to continue this
work. With your funds we will:
 

Describe for local, state and federal elected officials what policies must
be expanded or created to heal the underlying causes of the pandemics
and extreme weather events that are inevitable if we do not act boldly.
Rally community-based organizations to articulate what they need to
build local resilience.
Hire additional staff to help us organize public manifestations that
demand action.

 
Thank you!

Please become a contributor to our work

https://libertyducks.square.site/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/opinion/coronavirus-inequality-america.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage&fbclid=IwAR27QTCsy2zyPA6QWoUdT28Lr7hRu5N7xalXkW4ExrbBiduWA_OUqD9nhdA


Spotlighted Ally: Zero Food Print

With the taglines, “Let’s eat our way out of
the climate crisis” and “All it takes is 1% to
restore the planet,” Zero Food Print (ZFP)
has unlocked a unique and impactful way to
help solve global warming. In normal times,
participating restaurants ask patrons to add
up to 1% to their bill. The restaurant passes
this money to the ZFP fund that pays
climate smart, regenerative farmers and
ranchers to capture more carbon in their
soil. This removes harmful greenhouse gas
from the atmosphere, improves soil health
and the economic conditions of our small
producers. Over 2 million gallons of gas emissions had already been returned
to the soil when COVID-19 arrived. During the pandemic ZFP has shifted to
support participating restaurants in other ways. You can help these restaurants
by ordering take out if offered or by patronizing them when they reopen. And
you can make a donation to ZFP directly or projects it supports by visiting this
page.

Please stay healthy and envision a brighter future!

Michael Reid Dimock
President
Roots of Change
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